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Sacramento, Calif. – During the month of November, Catholics in all California parishes will 
learn about and participate in International Restorative Justice Week. Restorative Justice is a 
paradigm shift that is best understood by asking the oft-quoted “three questions.”  

The more common three questions that a justice system asks is: 
1. What laws have been broken?
2. Who did it?
3. What do they deserve?

Restorative justice asks the questions: 
1. Who has been hurt?
2. What are their needs?
3. Whose obligations are these?

Every day the news media reminds us of the high cost of crime in California.  Government and 
elected officials cannot agree on how to address it. They discuss the financial and physical 
burdens but no one has a remedy and no one will speak about the hurt and broken people who 
are suffering and in need of healing. And no one will talk about the impact on families and 
children, who are our future and how we are shaping the future generations of this state. 

The California Catholic Conference and the Catholic Restorative Justice Network have prepared 
homily notes for pastors and prayers of the faithful, as well as an International Restorative 
Justice Month prayer. All are available in English and Spanish at restorejustice.com 

For some, this will be a follow up to the recent Webinar Series offered by the Catholic 
Restorative Justice Network. International Restorative Justice Month will give conference 
participants the opportunity to put into action what they have learned.  It will also offer all 
parishioners the opportunity to begin to speak out and support each other as victims and 
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survivors, family members of offenders, individuals, professionals who work in the criminal 
justice system and communities—all of whom have been touched by crime. 

The California Catholic Conference and the Catholic Restorative Justice Network have prepared 
homily notes for pastors and prayers of the faithful, as well as an International Restorative 
Justice Month prayer. All are available in English and Spanish at restorejustice.com 

As people of faith we see these “silenced” people every day, whether it is in direct service, at 
the local parish, school or at the local store. Now is the time for the Church to step forward to 
support and empower them. 
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